In late February 1998, an outbreak of human trichinellosis occurred in the town of Piacenza (northern Italy) among 92 persons who had eaten raw horsemeat. The source of infection was a horse imported to the abattoir of Brescia one month previously. Although the horse had been found to be positive for trichinellosis upon routine examination, the head of an uninfected horse was exchanged with the head of the infected animal, which was mistakenly placed on the market.
I
n Italy, the first outbreak of human trichinellosis due to horsemeat consumption was reported in 1975 (Mantovani et al., 1980) . From 1975 to 1998, 13 outbreaks involving 3,300 persons were described in France and Italy (Ancelle, 1998; Anonymous, 1998) .
At present, the consumption of raw horse meat is the most important source of human trichinellosis in Europe (Pozio, 2000) . In January 1998, a naturally infected horse was detected during routine examination in a slaughterhouse in Brescia (Northern Italy).
One month later, an outbreak of human trichinellosis occurred in the town of Piacenza (Emilia Romagna region, Northern Italy). The epidemiological study revealed that the two events were related. In mid-late February, 24 persons living in Piacenza were hospitalised in several wards of the local hospital for a symptomatology of unknown etiology. The other 68 infected persons had been admitted to the day hospital. All 92 persons had myalgia, fever and other symptoms (Table I) ; in most persons, eosinophilia, total IgE and muscular enzymes were altered (Table II) . 
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